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WEEKLY CROP WEATHER SUMMARY | MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

Rain on Saturday and Sunday in the range of one to two inches helped alleviate farmer’s concerns about drought. Precipitation
totals for the year to date are still significantly below normal. But at least temporarily, conditions have improved. Small grains and
hay growth had been stunted by the dry conditions, but the rains were significant enough to spur growth. Reporters indicated that
there were 6.0 days suitable for fieldwork. Corn planting advanced 7 percent to 17 percent complete, comparable to the average.
Barley and Wheat condition is rated mainly fair to good. Barley is 22 percent headed compared to 10 percent last year and 15
percent average. Wheat is 5 percent headed compared to a 5 year average of 3 percent.  Strawberries are 41 percent in bloom,
comparable to last year and the average. Peaches and apples are in bloom and significantly ahead of last year. Potato and Green
Pea planting are well underway.

CASH GRAINS - REGIONAL — ($/bu) DEALERS AVERAGE CASH QUOTES

Grade and Commodity #2 Y Shelled Corn #2 Yellow Soybeans #2 Red Winter Wheat #3 Barley
Date 04/20 04/27 04/20 04/27 04/20 04/27 04/20 04/27
Western, MD 2.40 2.40 5.15 5.20 3.30 3.28 1.73 1.73
Central, MD 241 2.36 5.39 5.40 3.46 3.37
Southern, MD 2.39 231 5.46 5.50
Upper E. Shore 2.53 245 5.64 5.68
Lower E. Shore 2.57 2.49 5.81 5.85 3.09 3.04 1.50 1.43
Soybean Meal | Lower Eastern Shore | Dealer’s Average Cash Quotes ($ton)
Date 04/20 04/27 Date 04/20 04/27

48% Soybean Meal 208.00 204.00 44% Soybean Meal 196.00 192.00
FORWARD CONTRACT PRICE — REGIONAL ($/bu) for Harvest Delivery Dealer’s Avg. Quotes
Grade and Commodity #2 Y Shelled Corn #2 Yellow Soybeans #2 Red Winter Wheat #3 Barley
Date 04/20 04/27 04/20 04/27 04/20 04/27 04/20 04/27
Western MD
Central MD 2.52 2.46 5.53 5.59 3.35 3.36
Southern MD 2.52 2.46 5.70 5.74 3.33 3.29 1.45 1.45
Upper E Shore 2.70 2.64 5.83 5.87 3.32 3.28 1.50 1.50
Lower E Shore 2.79 2.73 5.95 5.99 3.32 3.28 1.53 1.53
GRAIN FUTURES - Chicago Board of Trade (Cents & Quarter — cents/bushel) Settle — April 26, 2006

Corn Soybeans Wheat Soybean Meal/*
06May 231’4 06May 575’6 06May 348’4 06May 172’9
06Jul 243’2 06Jul 590’0 06Jul 361’6 06Jul 173’6
06Sep 253’4 06Aug 595’4 06Sep 374’4 06Aug 174’8
06Dec 266’2 06Sep 600’2 06Dec 391’6 06Sep 176°0
07Mar 275’4 06Nov 610’2 07Mar 407°0 060ct 176’7
07May 280’6 07Jan 617°6 07May 414°4 06Dec 178’1
07Jul 284’2 07Mar 623’0 07Jul 420°0 07Jan 179’2
07Sep 286’4 07May 625’6 07Sep 424°4 07Mar 180’1
[Price Unit: Dollars and cents/ton (100 tons (2,000 lbs/ton))
HAY AND STRAW
New Holland, PA - $/ton — April 24, 2006
Alfalfa Mixed Hay Timothy Orchard grass Straw
155.00 -335.00 90.00 - 450.00 90.00 - 320.00 90.00 - 195.00 115.00 - 180.00
Westminster, MD - $/bale — April 25, 2006 -- 142 lots
Alfalfa Alfalfa Mix Timothy Timothy Mix Grass Mix Straw

1.00-6.30 1.50-7.20 1.80-4.80 1.70 - 4.50 1.00-5.80 1.10 - 3.60




POULTRY

Negotiated price for trucklot of ready-to-cook, ice-pack,Grade A Fryers ($ per CWT) — Week Ending —April 26, 2006

Current Week Week Ago Month Ago Year Ago

N.Y. Weighted Avg. 49.96 49.61 69.60 71.52
12 City Composite 58.77 58.64 60.89 72.77
LAMBS — Westminster, MD - $/cwt — April 25, 2006
Lambs Under 501bs 135.00 - 190.00 Sheep 44.00 - 70.00

50- 80 Ibs 125.00 - 162.50 Too Fat 36.00 - 43.00

90 - 130 Ibs 90.00 - 125.00

Feeders 75.00 - 135.00

TERMINAL MARKETS HOGS - April 26, 2006

DIRECT MARKET HOGS — Westminster, MD — April 25, 2006

Base Price Range Carcass Basis | Sows (1 -3) Butcher Hogs Sows
a.m. Base 185 Ib Hog 300 —449 Ibs | #1 215-275 Ibs 37.00 - 38.00 Heavy Weights 25.50 - 29.50
Eastern Corn belt 54.50 - 65.00 31.80 - 36.14 | Heavyweights 24.50 - 30.00 Thin or Wet 22.00 - 24.50
lowa, Minn 57.50 - 62.16 31.84 - 35.58 Boars
Light Weights 31.00

Market Hogs - Millsboro, DE —April 12, 2006 - cents/lb 30

FEEDER PIGS - ($/CWT) -

Gumboro, DE April 11, 2006

Next sale date — May 2, 2006

New Holland, PA

Head: 175

Under 30 lbs
30 -39 Ibs
40— 49 Ibs

125.00 - 205.00
119.00 - 141.00
76.00 - 120.00

50 - 59 Ibs
60 - 69 Ibs
70-79 Ibs

23.00
60.00
40.00

Head

| Trend:

Not Available

CATTLE -LIVE FUTURES-Chicago Mercantile Exchange ($/cwt)

— April 26, 2006
APRO6

JUNOG6
AUGO06

80.10
74.35
75.95

OCTO06
DECO06
FEBO7

79.58
81.50
83.90

($lcwt) — April 26, 2006

HOGS-LEAN FUTURES-Chicago Mercantile Exchange

MAY06 66.53
JUNOG6 66.20
JLYO06 67.33

AUG06
OCTO06
DECO06

65.75
56.63
55.15

STOCKER - FEEDER CATTLE — ($/cwt)

Winchester, VA — April 24, 2006

| Westminster, MD — April 25, 2006

Steers 300 - 400 Ibs 120.50 -143.50
400 - 500 Ibs 127.00 -147.00 Steers 200 - 300 lbs 107.50 - 125.00
500 - 600 Ibs 115.00 -138.00 400 - 500 Ibs 92.00 -107.50
600 - 700 Ibs 104.00 -117.00 600 - 700 lbs N/A
700 - 800 Ibs 92.00 -100.00 800 - 1000 Ibs 69.00 - 80.00
Heifers 300 - 400 Ibs 123.50 -139.00 Heifers 200 - 300 Ibs 110.00 - 125.00
400 - 500 Ibs 113.00 -125.25 400 - 500 Ibs 96.00 - 116.00
500 - 600 Ibs 105.00 -115.00 600 - 700 Ibs 84.00 - 105.00
600 - 700 Ibs 93.00 - 98.25
700 - 800 Ibs 82.00 - 91.00
SLAUGHTER CATTLE ($/cwt)
Westminster, MD — April 25, 2006 Fed Heifers
Sltr. Cows Choice 83.75 - 89.25
Premium 50.50 - 54.00 Select 80.00
Breakers 45,50 - 50.00
Boners 39.50 - 45.00
Thin/Slow 38.00 & down Hols. Bull Calves #1 275.00 - 290.00
#2 240.00 - 270.00
Fed Steers #3 190.00 - 210.00
Choice & Prime 83.00 - 88.00 Culls 145.00
Low Choice 79.50 - 83.00 Jerseys 20.00 - 90.00
Holsteins 77.00 - 78.00 Beef Cross: 140.00 - 150.00
Hols. Heifers #1 N/A
#2 300.00
Lancaster, New Holland & Vintage —April 27, 2006
Sltr. Steers: Sltr. Heifers:
H Ch & Pr 2-4 1220 -1495 Ibs 82.50 - 85.85 Choice &Pr 2-3 1020 -14151bs  79.75 - 84.00
1500 -1585 Ibs 80.50 - 85.00
Choice 2- 3 1205 -1460 Ibs 81.75 - 84.75
Select & LoCh 1-3 1155 -1460 lbs 80.75 - 82.75 Sltr. Cows: Percent Lean Bulk
Hols. Steers: Premium White 65-75 53.75 - 55.75
Ch & Pr 2-3 1320 -1595 Ibs 72.00 - 75.50 Breakers 75-80 50.50 - 53.75
H Ch & Lo Select 1-3 1300 -1580 Ibs 70.00 - 73.50 Boners 80 -85 48.00 - 51.75
Select 1-2 1200 -1450 Ibs 63.00 - 68.00 Lean 88 - 90 45,50 - 49.75

Compiled by USDA, NASS, Maryland Field Office
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